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g>t aann  a  (greetings  


TO  MY  FRIENDS : 

What  a  wealth  of  meaning  there  is  in  those 
words  !  !  !  !  They  stand  for  joy,  good  feeling  and 
good  fellowship.  To  me,  they  will  never  grow  old  or 
trite. 

I  want  to  extend  that  greeting  to  you  in  this  letter, 
since  I  cannot  greet  you  face  to  face  with  a  warm 
handshake.  I  want  you  to  know  that  all  of  us  here 
are  very  grateful  for  your  friendship,  for  your 
loyalty,  for  your  confidence  and  for  your  cooperation. 
It  is  folks  like  you  who  make  our  program  a  success. 


I  feel  sure  that  the  thought  of  your  personal  record, 
in  supporting  the  Cause,  in  1968  will  bring  you  real 
happiness,  and  that  your  expectations  for  1969  will 
bring  you  substantial  rewards.  Let's  strive  to  make 
1969  the  most  PROSPEROUS  year  we  have  ever  had  ! 

For  Christmas,  a  very  merry  holiday ;  lor  the  New 
Year,  heartiest  best  wishes.  In  these  good  wishes  I 
am  joined  by  the  entire  Baptist  Headquarters  family. 

Cordially  yours, 
O.  L.  Sherrill 


THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


as  broadcast  over  the 
CBS  RADIO  NETWORK  ON 
Thursday,  November  28,  1968 
and  on  your  local  station  on 
Sunday,  December  1,  1968 
"Exclusive  Broadcast" 

Reverend  David  Head,  Chairman  of  the  4,000  mem- 
bered  Clergymen's  Committee  on  China,  who  attacks 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  for  hampering  the 
attempts  of  the  United  States  to  combat  Communism, 
meets  in  a  confrontation  with  the  Reverend  David 
Poling,  president  of  the  Christian  Herald  Magazine, 
who  refers  to  these  charges  against  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  as  smears  and  deliberate  lies. 

CREDIT  SHOULD  BE  ATTRIBUTED  TO  THE 
BROADCAST  AS  FOLLOWS:  CARRIED  ON  THE 
CBS  RADIO  NETWORK  PROGRAM  "THE  WORLD 
OF  RELIGION"  WITH  CBS  NEWS  CORRESPON- 
DENT DOUGLAS  EDWARDS. 


Douglas  Edwards:  While  the  Christian-Marxist 
dialogue  has  become  almost  a  fad  among  European 
Christians,  not  all  churchmen  agree  that  this  is  an 
appropriate  solution  to  political  tensions.  In  fact  on 
November  18th  a  group  called  the  Clergymen's  Com- 
mittee on  China  paid  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  a  full-page  ad  in  the  New  York  Times,  which 
attacked  Christian-Marxist  dialogues  as  well  as  other 
so-called  leftist  activities  of  the  National  and  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Four  thousand  clergymen  sup- 
ported the  ad  which  proclaimed  that  a  dialogue  be- 
tween Christians  and  Communists  was  like  Eve,  who 
in  her  dialogue  with  the  Devil,  did  not  realize  that 
the  serpent  was  her  enemy.  The  ad  went  on  to  sug- 
gest that  some  of  the  activities  of  the  National  and 
World  Council  of  Churches  actually  hampered  the 
attempt  by  the  United  States  to  combat  Communist 
aggression. 

The  Reverend  David  Poling,  who  is  the  President 
of  the  Christian  Herald  Magazine,  described  these  at- 
(Oontinued  on  Page  7) 
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DR.  SOMERVILLE 

APPEARS  AT  STATE  CONVENTION 

We  deeply  regret  and  strongly  apologize  for  the 
oversight  in  the  article  about  our  State  Convention 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  Informer  that  did  not  include 
the  appearance  of  Dr.  Wendell  C.  Somerville,  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Convention. 

Dr.  Somerville  moved  the  convention  with  a  power- 
ful address  on  the  missionary  work  of  the  Lott  Carey 
Convention,  Thursday  morning,  October  31  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Statesville.  Across  the  years, 
Dr.  Somerville  has  attended  the  annual  setting  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  and  urgently  put 
before  this  body  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions.  The 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  has  been  a  strong 
supporting  ally  of  the  Lott  Carey  Convention.  When 
Dr.  Somerville  spoke  to  the  convention  in  Statesville, 
the  delegates  in  attendance  were  moved  to  give  ap- 
proximately $400.00  for  Foreign  Missions. 


RICHARD  M.  NIXON,  HIS  RELIGIOUS 
STRENGTH  AND  MORAL  INTEGRITY, 
SEEN  BY  EVANGELIST  BILLY  GRAHAM 

AS  KEY  TO  SUCCESS  OF  PRESIDENT- 
ELECT'S NEW  ADMINISTRATION  ON  CBS 
RADIO'S  "THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION" 

The  world  famous  evangelist  Billy  Graham  was 
heard  on  the  November  7  broadcast  of  "The  World  of 
Religion"  (3:35-4:00  PM,  EST)  on  the  CBS  Radio 
Network  discussing  Richard  M.  Nixon's  code  of  re- 
ligious and  moral  ethics  and  how  they  will  affect  the 
Presidency. 

Graham,  who  visited  frequently  with  President 
Truman,  Eisenhower,  Kennedy  and  Johnson,  has  been 
a  close  friend  of  President-Elect  Nixon  for  20  years. 


General 
Convention  Roster 

R.  M.  Pitts,  President  Emeritus 

J.  W.  White,  President 

C.  R.  Edwards,  1st  Vice-President 

A.  D.  Moseley,  2nd  Vice-President 

C.  A.  Hart,  3rd  Vice-President 

J.  J.  Johnson,  4th  Vice-President 

Coleman  W.  Kerry,  Recording  Secretary 

O.  L.  Sherrill,  Executive  Secretary 

J.  H.  Ferguson,  Assistant  Secretary 

W.  B.  Lewis,  Historian 

J.  C.  Harris,  Statistician 


In  interviewing  the  spiritual  leader,  CBS  News  Re- 
porter Larry  Nathan  found  Graham  to  deem  it  im- 
perative for  a  President  of  the  United  States  to  have 
a  deep  sense  of  religious  values.  Graham  said,  "I'd 
hate  to  see  a  man  who  didn't  believe  in  God,  one  who 
didn't  have  a  religious  faith,  in  the  White  House.  It 
would  be  a  disaster." 

Reverend  Graham  had  only  praise  for  the  Re- 
publican victor:  "He  never  used  religion  politically 
and  I  admire  him  for  it.  He  was  always  afraid  that 
people  would  misinterpret  his  going  to  church  dur- 
ing a  campaign  as  using  religion  to  gain  political 
strength." 

Graham  added.  "Mr.  Nixon  has  a  great  sense  of 
moral  integrity,  almost  as  much  as  any  man  I've 
known  in  private  life  who  believes  in  integrity." 
Graham,  alluding  to  Psalmist,  King  David  of  old, 
quoted:  "I  walk  in  my  integrity." 

The  evangelist  forsaw  a  difficult  period  ahead 
for  Nixon,  and  offered  consolation  and  assistance 
through  God's  help:  "A  strong  faith  in  God  with 
moral  and  spiritual  leadership  is  needed  more  now 
than  at  any  point  since  the  Civil  War  because  Amer- 
ica is  facing  a  very  serious  crisis  at  home  and  abroad. 
I  think  that  the  President-Elect  is  going  to  need  the 
prayers  and  support  of  the  people  throughout  the 
country  that  God  will  lead  him  and  guide  him.  I  don't 
believe  that  Richard  Nixon,  his  new  cabinet  and  his 
new  administration  are  going  to  solve  these  problems 
unless  God  is  with  him." 

Billy  Graham  believes  that  Nixon's  deep  religious 
roots  will  be  a  factor"  in  his  success.  Noting  the 
significance  of  religion  in  administrations  of  past 
Presidents  Eisenhower,  Kennedy  and  Johnson, 
Graham  stated  that  "each  had  religious  roots." 

"I  believe  that  Mr.  Nixon  will  be  a  respected  Presi- 
dent because  of  his  strong  sense  of  integrity  which 
will  come  across  to  the  American  people,"  commented 
Graham. 
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O.  L.  Sherrill, 

executive  Secretary 


Mrs.  Margarie  W.  Dunn 
Office  Secretary  and  Bookkeeper 


Mrs.  M.  A.  Home,  C.  C.  Craig, 

Executive  Secretary,  Woman's  Auxiliary       Assistant  to  the  Exeeuti 


IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE 
SAVIOUR  WHO  GAVE  US 

CHRISTMAS 
THE  STAFF  OF  BAPTIST 
HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE 
GENERAL  BAPTIST 
STATE  CONVENTION 

WISH  FOR  YOU 
SEASON'S  GREETINGS 


Mrs.  B.  W.  Herndon.  Secretary  of  the 
Baptist  Informer;  Miss  Vivian  Hinton, 
Stenographer  and  Norman  Winston,  Cus- 
todian pictures  do  not  appear. 


George  W.  Dudley, 
ditor,  The  Baptist  Inf 


Mrs.  Omelia  R.  Johnson, 
Bookkeeper,  Woman's  Auxiliary 


Miss  Ivery  Williamson, 
Stenographer,  Woman's  Auxiliary 


Miss  Bettie  Chislom, 
Stenographer,  Woman's  Auxiliary 
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Woman's  Page 


Christmas 
1968 

Dear  Friend: 

Beautiful  indeed  is  the  story  of  Christmas  .  .  .  the 
story  of  how,  so  many  years  ago,  the  Wise  Men  saw 
the  light  .  .  .  the  Star  .  .  .  and  followed  it  to  a  rich 
and  wonderful  reward. 

Again  it  is  Christmas  ...  a  time  to  draw  our  loved 
ones  and  our  friends  closer  to  us  ...  a  time  to  find 
new  faith  and  new  hope  in  the  Spirit  of  Christmas. 
It  is  in  this  Spirit  that  we  send  you  greetings  .  .  .  and 
wish  you  a  very  Merry  Christmas.  May  its  laughter 
and  its  friendships  and  good  cheer  be  yours  in  abun- 
dance in  this  Joyous  Season. 

Sincerely, 

The  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and 

Foreign  Missionary  Convention 

of  North  Carolina 

Vera  M.  Slade,  President 

Berthenia  D.  Horne,  Executive  Secretary 


WEST  DURHAM  MINISTER  APPOINTED 

Frederick  D.  Terry,  Minister  of  the  West  Durham 
Baptist  Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina  has  been 
appointed  to  work  with  the  Community  Mental 
Health  Center  of  Durham  County  on  part  time  basis. 
The  Reverend  Terry  will  work  one  afternoon  each 
week  as  a  member  of  the  Mental  Health  Team.  The 
appointment  was  announced  by  Dr.  John  G.  Giragos, 
Director  of  the  Center. 

Terry  also  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  in 
the  United  States  Army  Reserve.  He  is  chaplain  for 
the  301st  Armor  Group  of  Winston  Salem,  North 
Carolina.  During  formation,  Saturday,  November  16, 
Colonel  K.  Schuyler,  commanding  officer  read  to 
Chaplain  Terry  the  direction  of  the  President,  pro- 
moting him  to  the  rank  of  Major. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  duties,  Terry  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Youth  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches,  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Col- 
lege Ministry,  North  Carolina  College.  The  Mayors 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee,  and  the  Durham  Min- 
isters Association.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Miss 
Albreta  Gibson  of  Raleigh.  They  are  both  graduates 
of  Shaw  University. 

They  have  two  children,  Linda  nine  years  and 
Frederick  six  years. 


WOMAN'S  BAPTIST  HOME  AND  FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY  CONVENTION 
OF 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

MID-YEAR  SESSION 
STATE  MISSIONS 

GOAL:  $4,000.00  GOAL:  $4,000.00 

Dear  Co-worker: 

This  Mid-Year  Session  of  our  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  will  be 
held  Saturday,  January  11,  1969  in  Fairmont,  North 
Carolina.  The  host:  First  Baptist  Church,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Johnson,  Pastor.  Hours :  9 :00  a.m.  —  3 :00  p.m. 

Meeting  Places 

Seniors    Rosenwald  School 

Oakwood  Street,  North  Fairmont 
Young  Adults  ......  Star  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church 

North  Cole  Street  (near  the  School) 

Juniors     First  Baptist  Church 

North  Main  Street  (near  the  School) 

We  are  urging  the  Seniors,  Young  Adults  and 
Juniors  to  please  bring  a  liberal  offering  for  State 
Missions.  Funds  are  very  low  and  please  do  your 
best  to  help  us  reach  our  goal  of  $4,000.00  for  State 
Missions. 

Dinner  will  be  served.  Come  prepared  to  purchase 
a  delicious  dinner.  A  unique  informative  program 
relative  to  the  work  of  our  Convention  is  being  pre- 
pared. We  also  plan  to  motor  to  our  Assembly  Site  in 
Laurinburg  (if  weather  permits.) 

During  this  season  all  Union  and  Auxiliary  Presi- 
dents will  be  recognized.  We  are  expecting  Juniors, 
Young  Adults,  Seniors  and  Friends.  Charter  Buses — 
Pool  Cars  —  Bring  a  Liberal  Offering  — •  Come  pray- 
ing. 

Your  Executive  Secretary 
Berthenia  D.  Horne 


SUPPORT  THE 

UNIFIED  PLAN 

THIS  INCLUDES 
STATE  MISSION 

SHAW  UNIVERSITY 
LOTT  CAREY 

CENTRAL  ORPHANAGE 
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RELIGIOUS  LIBERITY  CONFERENCE  GIVES 
EMPHASIS  TO  CHRISTIAN  RESPONSIBILITY 

By  H.  L.  Mitchell 

Christian  responsibility  extends  to  human  prob- 
lems throughout  the  world  and  to  all  peoples,  accord- 
ing to  a  consensus  of  144  Baptist  leaders  gathered 
from  seven  major  Baptist  bodies  in  North  America. 

Beyond  this  general  agreement  opinions  varied 
widely  and  extended  to  sharp  disagreement  on  such 
subjects  as  conscientious  objection  to  wars,  foreign 
aid,  the  settlement  of  international  disputes  and  the 
relation  of  the  gospel  to  culture  and  nationalism. 

The  12th  annual  Religious  Liberty  Conference  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs  drew  participants  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (72),  American 
Baptist  Convention  (34),  North  American  Baptist 
General  Conference  (8),  Progressive  National  Bap- 
tist Convention,  Inc.  (7),  National  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, USA,  Inc.  (5),  Baptist  General  Conference  (2) 
(General  Baptist  Convention-2)  and  the  Baptist  Fed- 
eration of  Canada  (1).  Fifteen  others  were  from 
churches  affiliated  with  both  the  American  and 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions. 

The  theme  of  the  three-day  conclave  was  "The 
Role  of  the  Christian  Through  Church  and  State  in 
International  Relations." 

Next  year's  conference  will  be  on  "The  Church 
and  Emerging  Patterns  of  Rights  and  Responsibili- 
ties." Major  attention  will  be  focused  on  the  problems 
of  dissent  and  conscientious  objectors. 

Dr.  James  M.  Sapp,  director  of  correlations  services 
for  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee,  pointed  out  that 
none  of  the  findings  of  the  conference  were  official 
or  binding  on  any  Baptist  body.  The  conference  re- 
ports are  given  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  for 
whatever  help  it  may  find  in  them  in  the  considera- 
tion of  future  policy. 

The  purpose  of  the  annual  conferences  for  the  past 
decade  has  been  to  provide  a  forum  for  discussion  of 
principles  and  practices  by  Baptists  on  current 
church-state  issues  facing  the  denominations,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  C.  Emanuel  Carlson,  Executive  director  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee. 

Five  Principles 

The  conference  section  on  personal  freedom  agreed 
on  five  basic  principles  to  guide  the  Christian  in  re- 
lation to  public  and  international  issues : 

1.  "The  freedom  of  the  Christian  is  limited  by  the 
dual  Love  Commandment  of  Jesus."  This  principle, 
the  section  said,  not  only  grants  to  other  persons 


equal  freedom,  but  also  often  voluntarily  restricts 
the  exercise  of  one's  personal  freedom. 

2.  "A  Christian  is  obligated  to  obey  and  respect 
the  laws  of  the  state  except  that  where  the  demands 
of  God  conflict  with  said  laws  and  the  Christian  must 
give  priority  to  God." 

According  to  the  section  consensus  this  principle 
would  under  certain  circumstances  require  the  Chris- 
tian to  practice  passive  resistance  or  engage  in  civil 
disobedience.  According  to  this  principle  the  section 
said  that  Baptists  should  support  conscientious  ob- 
jectors to  war,  although  there  was  no  agreement  on 
support  for  conscientious  objectors  to  a  particular 
war. 

3.  "The  Christian  has  an  obligation  to  participate 
actively  and  intelligently  in  the  political  process." 

4.  "The  Christian  should  influence  government 
policy  so  that  in  relation  to  other  nations  personal 
freedom  in  advanced  and  human  needs  are  met." 

5.  "The  Christian  should  strive  to  use  govern- 
mental power  to  encourage  self-determination  by  all 
peoples  of  the  world,  this  being,  in  our  view,  of 
highest  value." 

This  principle,  the  section  said,  should  encourage 
the  church  to  provide  a  means  for  discussing  such 
crises  as  Vietnam,  Biafra,  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Near  East.  Also  it  said  that  the  churches  should 
distribute  widely  information  on  the  United  Nations. 

The  section  on  the  Christian  in  Economic  Develop- 
ment of  Nations  agreed  that  Christians  have  a  posi- 
tive role  both  through  church  and  state  to  express 
their  concerns  for  people. 

Among  ten  suggested  guidelines  this  section  said 
that  "the  Christian  conscience  must  endourse  and 
support  birth  control  programs  in  developing  nations 
.  .  .  leaving  always  the  implementation  of  such  infor- 
mation to  the  individual  conscience  and  will." 

In  the  context  of  economic  development  of  peoples 
this  section  also  said  that  "the  relevant  church  of  to- 
day should  support  such  agencies  as  the  United  Na- 
tions, the  World  Bank  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  which  provide  structural  forms  within 
and  through  which  men  may  begin  to  act  in  the  con- 
text of  membership  in  a  world  community." 

It  was  indeed  inspiring  to  attend  the  conference 
again  this  year  and  to  serve  as  chairman  of  Group 
"J".  Also  representing  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  was  Dr.  T.  A.  Watkins,  Chairman  of  the 
Trustee  Board. 

CHURCH  TO  BUILD  APARTMENTS 

The  Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Greensboro  will  see  its 
hopes  and  dreams  begin  to  turn  into  bricks  and 
mortar.  They  broke  ground  November  24  as  Greens- 
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boro's  first  church  —  sponsored  low  —  rent  housing 
project. 

There  is  one  other  church  —  sponsored  low  —  rent 
housing  project  under  way  in  the  state.  It  was  begun 
in  August  by  the  Raleigh  Interfaith  Church  Housing 
(RICH),  an  interracial  corporation. 

CHURCH  TO  BUILD 

A  number  of  others  are  under  consideration  by 
church  groups  including  Winston  Salem;  Experi- 
mental Church  of  the  Winston  Salem  Presbytery. 

Reaching  this  stage  has  been  a  long  struggle,  ad- 
mits the  Reverend  Otis  L.  Hairston,  pastor  of  Shiloh 
Baptist  Church. 

SPONSORS  CORPORATION 

It  is  Hairston's  congregation  which  will  sponsor 
the  nonprofit  corporation  and  build  and  operate  the 
$1,194,400  low-rent  housing  project  in  the  south- 
western section  of  the  city. 

The  project  will  be  financed  and  operated  under 
the  Federal  Rent  Supplement  program  with  a  Federal 
Housing  Authority  guaranteed  loan.  The  mortgage 
is  being  held  by  Mechanics  and  Farmers  Bank  of 
Durham. 

The  building  of  the  brick  and  wooden  structures 
are  being  done  by  Boyd  and  Goforth  Construction 
Company  of  Charlotte.  The  one-to-four  bedroom 
units  were  designed  by  Clinton  Gravely,  Greensboro 
architect. 

TO  TAKE  CLASSES 

Completion  of  the  project  is  11  months  away. 
Already  there  is  enough  interest,  Hairston  said,  to 
fill  up  the  apartments  before  they  are  completed. 

However,  before  families  can  move  into  the  project, 
Hairston  said,  they  first  must  take  classes  in  home- 
making,  budgeting  and  community  living. 

The  reason  for  this,  he  explained,  is  "we  are  trying 
to  devolp  a  community",  not  merely  to  provide 
housing. 

The  apartment  complex  is  six  blocks  from  the 
church,  located  on  an  8.5  acre-tract  at  the  Intersec- 
tion of  Freeman  Mill  Road,  Marsh  Street  and  Randle- 
man  Road. 

REDEVELOPMENT  COMMUNITY 

The  church  is  in  a  redevelopment  community 
"where  there  was  slum  housing,"  Hairston  said, 
"This  needed  to  be  cleared  out  and  this  should  be  a 
concern  of  the  church  because  this;  is  one  place  the 
people  are  furthing." 

To  provide  decent  housing  is  not  always  easy  or 
quickly  accomplished  Hairston  and  his  congregation 
found  out.  They  made  their  application  to  the  gov- 
ernment about  two  years  ago.  Tentative  approval  of 


the  loan  was  granted  in  October,  1967,  and  final  ap- 
proval came  in  April. 

Under  the  rent-supplement  program,  the  project 
will  be  financed  by  a  100  per  cent  loan  made  under 
the  Federal  Housing  Authority  for  40  years. 

An  interest-free  loan  was  granted  the  church  to 
initiate  the  project  by  the  low  Income  Housing  De- 
velopment Corporation  of  Durham,  a  statewide  non- 
profit corporation  established  by  the  North  Carolina 
Fund  to  encourage  low-rent  housing  in  the  State. 

LOW  INCOME  FAMILIES 

Low-income  families  will  be  enabled  to  live  in  the 
project  because  the  Federal  government  will  pay  up 
to  70  percent  of  the  occupant's  rent.  The  occupant 
himself  is  required  to  pay  up  to  30  percent  of  his 
salary  toward  his  rent.  The  FHA  agrees  to  accept 
this  rent  supplement  responsibility  for  the  full  40 
year  mortgage  period. 

The  church  corporation  will  receive  $121,000  a  year 
annually  from  the  government  for  the  40-year  period. 
After  the  mortgage  is  paid,  the  church  become  sole 
owner. 

The  project  will  be  officially  called  the  J.  T.  Hairs- 
ton Memorial  Apartments.  The  Reverend  J.  T.  Hairs- 
ton, who  died  in  1960,  was  pastor  of  the  77-year  old 
congregation  for  53  years.  His  son,  the  present  pas- 
tor, served  as  his  father's  assistant  for  18  months 
prior  to  his  death  and  he  has  been  the  fulltime  pastor 
since. 

He  conducted  the  litany  for  the  service  and  Ezell 
A.  Blair,  Sr.  Chairman  of  the  11-member  project 
board  of  directors,  presided  at  the  groundbreaking. 
The  speaker  was  U.  S.  Republican  elect  L.  Richardson 
Preyer  of  the  5th  District. 

WILL  PARTICIPATE 

Other  participating  in  the  service  were  Henry 
Frye  Cooper  of  the  district  FHA  office  here :  Robert 
Barkley,  executive  director  of  the  Greensboro  Re- 
development Commission ;  John  Wheeler  of  Durham, 
president  of  Mechanics  and  Farmers  Bank,  and  a 
representative  of  the  Low  Income  Housing  Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Before  Hairston  came  here  to  join  his  father  at 
Shiloh,  he  was  editor  for  13  years,  of  the  Baptist  In- 
former, official  publication  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention.  Since  he  has  been  here  he  has 
served  on  the  Mayor's  Human  Relations  Committee. 
He  is  president  of  the  Citizen's  Emergency  Com- 
mittee and  chairman  of  the  Social  Action  Committee 
of  the  N.  C.  Council  of  Churches.  He  has  served  on 
numerous  social  action  committees. 

Last  summer  his  church  had  a  special  class  for  43 
underdeveloped  children.  It  is  now  headquarters  for 
a  Manpower  office. 
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REV.  RIDDICK  INSTALLED  AT  ST.  JAMES 

Rev.  Willie  E.  Riddick  of  Gatesville  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  St.  James  Baptist  Church,  Elizabeth  City 
on  Sunday,  October  20,  1968.  Participating  on  the 
program  were  Dr.  J.  R.  R.  McRay,  Moderator  of  the 
Roanoke  Missionary  Baptist  Association,  and  pastor 
of  Corner  Stone  Baptist  Church  of  Elizabeth  City, 
Rev.  T.  M.  Walker,  Pastor  of  Olive  Branch  Baptist 
Church  of  Elizabeth  City  and  Rev.  Albert  Robinson. 
The  installation  Sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  H.  L. 
Mitchell  of  Gatesville.  Choirs  of  New  Hope  and  Union 
Branch  Baptist  Churches  lead  the  music. 

Rev.  Riddick  accepted  the  call  to  the  Gospel  Min- 
istry and  preached  his  first  Sermon  at  the  New 
Middle  Swamp  Baptist  Church  of  Corapeake,  where 
he  is  a  member  on  May  8,  196'6.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Riddick  and  lives  with  his  family  at 
Route  1,  Box  70  A,  Gatesville 
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tacks  on  the  National  and  World  Council  of  Churches 
as  deliberate  lies.  We,  therefore,  invited  into  our 
studios  the  Reverend  David  Poling,  who  supports 
the  position  of  the  National  and  World  Council  of 
Churches;  and  the  Reverend  David  Head,  who  is 
Chairman  of  the  Clergymen's  Committee  on  China, 
which  published  the  ad  attacking  the  National  and 
World  Council  of  Churches  The  discussion  was  mod- 
erated by  CBS  News  Correspondent  Bob  Schakne. 

Bob  Schakne:  With  so  many  clergymen  actively  in- 
volved in  social  and  political  questions,  I  gather  there 
are  members  of  the  Protestant  Church  who  are  look- 
ing with  some  question  at  these  activities,  and  Mr. 
Head,  I  gather  that  is  essentially  your  concern. 


Reverend  David  Head:  In  answer  to  your  question 
I  think  it's  very  true  that  many  lay  people  across  the 
country  are  very  concerned  about  the  direction  in 
which  the  church  is  moving. 

Schakne:  Well,  specifically,  what  concern  did  you 
mean  to  express  in  the  advertisement  that  you  had 
published  in  the  past  week? 

Head :  We  concluded,  after  pointing  out  that  a  large 
number  of  people  who  have  supported  the  stand  that 
we  have  taken  on  this  issue,  that  we  feel  that  the 
church  should  adhere  strictly  to  its  spiritual  com- 
mission and  not  seek  to  function  as  a  political,  eco- 
nomic, or  otherwise  a  secular  institution.  This  was 
our  final  recommendation  to  the  church  people. 

Schakne:  And  your  advertisement,  Mr.  Head,  drew 
a  rather  quick  and  angry  response  from  other  clergy- 
men, most  notably,  Mr.  David  Poling,  who  is  also  in 
our  studio.  Your  reaction  to  this  advertisement  was 
what,  Mr.  Poling? 

Reverend  David  Poling:  Well,  I  thought  it  was  ter- 
ribly misleading  to  link  the  Communist  Party  in  one 
long  breath  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The  advertise- 
ment said  millions  of  Americans  are  distressed  and 
confused,  and  I  think  the  reason  they're  confused  is 
the  confusion  that  appears  in  this  ad,  which  would 
lead  one  to  think  that  90  per  cent  of  the  Protestant 
community  in  America  is  ready  to  cashier  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  because  it's  concerned  in 
human  affairs.  I  think  the  opposite  is  true.  I  think 
people  want  the  church  to  become  more  concerned 
with  the  human  activity,  and  I  for  one  would  vigor- 
ously oppose  Mr.  Head's  position. 

Head:  Whenever  you  have  controversial  political 
and  economic  issues  that  are  residual  within  any  par- 
ticular local  church,  you  create  more  havoc  within 
that  church  when  you  encourage  the  people  to  take 
a  stand  pro  or  con  on  these  issues.  You  divide  the 
church,  and  this  is  what's  happening  today  and  the 
local  church  is  being  divided  again  and  again  across 
the  country.  Individual  church  members  are  being 
pitted  against  one  another,  and  this  is  not  what  we 
want.  I'm  sure  this  is  not  what  Mr.  Poling  wants. 
It's  not  what  I  want 

Poling:  No,  I  disagree.  I  want  this  division  if  it's 
over  a  moral  issue.  Slavery  in  this  country  divided 
the  United  States  for  a  hundred  years  —  divided 
churches  in  half,  and  I  don't  think  you  can  have  a 
homogenized  concensus  Christian  church.  If  the 
church  is  going  to  take  a  stand  in  social  affairs,  it's 
going  to  get  knicked  and  powder  burns  and  cuts. 
And  I  think  this  is  the  name  of  the  Christian  game, 
whether  we  talk  about  the  First  Century  or  today. 
I  don't  see  how  you  can  back  away  from  social  issues. 

Head :  Well,  of  course  this  is  exactly  the  difference 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Poling  and  myself.  I  feel  that  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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church,  the  Council  of  Churches,  individual  churches 
should  place  greater  emphasis  upon  the  communica- 
tion of  Biblical  truth.  I  think  there  should  be  more 
of  an  emphasis  for  zealously  proclaiming'  the  good 
news  of  how  man  can  be  liberated  actually  from  the 
bondage  of  sin  and  discover  true  peace  and  happiness 
by  faith  in  Christ,  Jesus.  These  were  the  words  that 
we  had  in  our  ad,  and  we'll  hold  to  these. 

Poling:  I  think  that  one  of  the  main  issues  that 
we've  not  joined  here  is  the  fact  that  the  church  — 
the  National  Council  and  the  World  Council  —  are 
being  criticized  for  their  lead  of  pushing  for  peace 
negotiations  in  Vietnam.  To  me  this  is  the  historic 
tradition  of  the  church  to  wage  peace.  And  I'm  not 
asking  that  of  the  Fairfield  County  Fire  Department 
or  the  Den  Mothers  of  New  York  City,  but  for  the 
church,  yes.  The  church  should  stick  its  neck  out. 
It  should  talk  about  peace  in  this  military  society  of 
ours  and  take  its  stand. 

Now  Mr.  Head  says  this  is  confusing  people.  This 
is  as  old  as  the  New  Testament,  and  I  don't  see  where 
the  confusion  begins. 

Head:  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Schakne,  this  is  exactly 
what  the  communists  talk  about  all  the  time  —  peace 
—  it's  their  favorite  word.  What  kind  of  peace  ?  We 
stick  to  our  statement  that  the  issues  have  constantly 
confused  the  American  people  as  again  and  again  and 
again  church  councils  have  made  pronouncements 
which  seem  to  go  right  down  the  line  of  those  who 
would,  by  already  public  acknowledgement,  seek  to 
destroy  the  wonderful  way  of  life,  the  freedom  that 
we  have  within  this  country.  I  am  for  peace  .  .  .  also, 
but  what  kind  of  peace,  and  what  do  we  mean  when 
we  say  peace? 

Schakne:  Well,  what  do  you  suggest  is  behind  what 
you  call  this  political  and  economic  drift  to  the  left. 
Are  you  suggesting  that  communists  have  infiltrated 
the  council  or  that  a  good  number  of  Christian 
Clergymen  in  the  council  are  turning  to  —  becoming 
communists.  What,  what  .  .  . 

Head:  Let  me  just  answer  by  saying  here:  where 
are  the  church  leaders  taking  us  ?  Here's  a  quotation 
right  here. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  secularism,  materialism, 
and  even  Marxism  have  not  only  invaded  the  church 
but  have  deeply  penetrated  it." 

Schakne:  Who  said  that? 

Head :  Dr.  Billy  Graham  on  November  the  26th  of 
last  year. 

Poling:  Well  wait  a  minute,  David,  you  list  the  fact 
that  your  advertisement  in  the  papers  have  drawn 
almost  four  thousand  clergymen  who've  been  willing 
to  sign  the  ad,  and  yet  I  don't  find  this  very  con- 
vincing. There  are  more  than  three  hundred  thou- 
sand ministers  in  the  United  States,  and  you've  pick- 


ed up  not  quite  four  thousand  over  a  three-year 
period.  I  don't  know  what  this  means. 

Schakne:  May  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Poling,  do  you  accept 
as  valid  the  statement  in  the  advertisement  that 
there  is  in  fact  a  political  and  economic  drift  to  the 
left  by  the  National  and  World  Council  of  Churches 
—  is  that  a  valid  way  to  put  it? 

Poling:  I  don't  know.  I  become  very  hesitant  to 
accept  the  kind  of  slogans  that  the  group  —  this 
group  is  drifting  to  the  left  or  drifting  to  the  right. 
I'm  hoping  it's  drifting  to  a  Christian  position  which 
means  more  involvement  in  human  affairs. 

(Continued  in  January  Issue) 
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How  often  we,  ourselves,  like  Jonah,  sit  in  our 
split  level  mansions  in  the  suburbs  and  out  of  con- 
tempt, simply  condemn  the  city.  In  the  same  spirit 
of  contempt,  the  political  candidate  who  merely  con- 
demn crime  in  the  streets  and  shouts  "law  and  or- 
der" the  loudest,  will  draw  the  biggest  crowd  and 
maybe  the  biggest  vote  at  election  time.  We  often 
condemn  everything  that  we  ourselves  are  not.  When 
we  are  old,  we  condemn  the  young,  When  we  are 
rich,  we  condemn  the  poor.  When  we  are  ignorant, 
we  condemn  the  educated,  and  when  we  are  in  the 
country,  we  condemn  the  city.  But  if  we  warn  men 
of  the  pending  judgment  of  God  and  cry  out  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  our  cities  may  repent  as  the  City 
of  Nineveh  did  and  God  may  spare  them  from  vio- 
lence and  destruction.  And  who  knows,  the  Negro 
Church  may  have  been  sent  into  the  kingdom  for 
just  such  a  time  as  this." 

III.  Finally,  Jesus'  attitude  toward  the  city  was 
to  save  the  city.  Abraham  studied  the  city,  and  Jo- 
nah condemned  the  city,  but  Jesus,  God's  Son,  Jesus, 
Mary's  baby,  came  "not  to  condemn  the  world,  but 
that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved."  He 
preached  a  Gospel  of  repentance,  forgiveness  and 
love,  not  in  the  deserts  and  wildernesses,  but  in 
the  most  populous  cities  and  towns  of  Galilee.  Then 
one  day  he  stood  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  largest 
city  he  had  ever  visited  and  in  compassion  he  wept 
over  the  city.  "0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  You  killed 
prophets  and  stoned  messengers,"  I  want  to  save 
you,  but  you  won't  let  me.  Jerusalem,  the  seat  of 
political  power,  the  religious  headquarters,  I  want 
to  gather  you  under  my  wings  as  a  hen  gathers  her 
chickens,  but  you  won't  let  me.  But  Jesus  went  on 
into  Jerusalem  and  died  on  the  cross  trying  to  give 
the  city  another  chance.  Though  Jesus  failed  to 
save  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  They  wouldn't  let  him. 
His  compassion  and  love  have  not  lost  its  saving 
power.  When  we  get  through  studying  the  prob- 
lems of  the  cities,  and  when  we  get  through  con- 
demning all  the  violent  and  evil  practices  of  the 
cities,  then  let  us  come  back  and  try  the  compas- 
sionate love  and  forgiveness  of  Jesus,  the  saviour  of 
the  cities  and  the  world. 


